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When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The

king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on

Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in

haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who

became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become

warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan

to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it

be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath

departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.All this while

the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup

and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent

his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had

brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house],

set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the

morrow..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it

bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a

great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after

which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his

father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history

and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him

exceedingly..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out

the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his

blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in

[your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of

condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and

that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release

him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him

and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk

twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for

thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son

ccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.So El Merouzi went away

and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this

shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all

the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou

cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the

burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she

answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him

with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif

advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es

Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is

told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the

Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon,

misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists.

One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped

me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and

casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent

knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently

returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the
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new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked

up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..When they

reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they

presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they

answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them

and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the

king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves."

Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his

father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100)

galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should

be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and

studiousness in well-doing..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs

must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of

God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me,

He will give me the victory over them.".When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with

jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred

thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the

kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in

Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis

(whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed,

in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful!

(182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the

following verses:.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..? ? ? ? ? e. The

Story of the Portress xviii.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know

that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them

nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he

died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was

with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and

half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick

away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of

poverty.'."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my

lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire,

she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish,

(35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee

and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her

for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her].

One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred

dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their

faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon

them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his

forehead shine clear..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade

them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him,

he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know

Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to

know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter

of the dower..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying,

'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief

from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath

been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from

this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify
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him without the city.'.Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and

swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.So each of them fared on with that which

was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel

[in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi,

'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed

upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell

and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a

load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn

aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good

should be in common between them, share and share alike..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before

his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk,

said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring

forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract

(118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the

contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And

he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it

after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer

and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to

go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant

went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present

themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..Then

said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah,

The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages

and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and

houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most

High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him,

before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and

the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a

male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a

shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk

of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a

thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment;

what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the

other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter

and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy

saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old

horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a

young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his

robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? If in night's

blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.107. Abou Suweid and the

Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide

and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and

disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went

out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they

came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing,

pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being

disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw

eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His

favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac,

'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..At daybreak, my friend
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returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou

must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer.

Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had

escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified,

and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the

women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.'

When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me

[and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.O hills of the sands and the rugged

piebald plain, iii. 20..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought

would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his

day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and

the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he

buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him,

'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou

wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Now there was in the

house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she

arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose

on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he,

'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will

loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the

Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him,

whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and

returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her

affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..Wife, The Fuller and his, i.

261..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom

thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the

damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee,

wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el

Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for

herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us

what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I

will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed

the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's

Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting

debonair,.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting

off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand

from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and

his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all

sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set

out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego

him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's

slaughter and the conquest of his tribe.."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself,

'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the

wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in

to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth

before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I

would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have

thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.Then they brought the raft before

him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude
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ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet

that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called

down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the

king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly

and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by

viewing them..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor

can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S

COMMANDMENT..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she

looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew

what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass,

wrote the following verses:.When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy

presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what

I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and

jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold.

Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne,

the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who

looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life

set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the

Pilgrim Prince dcxii.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased

themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He

ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding

joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the

astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel

gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..Then

said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are

assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and

despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to

do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour

and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and

said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted

him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her

sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath

snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life

I do not reckon aye;.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor

slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue

brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King

Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her,

whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things

is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.As the

eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and

saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul

inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I

am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous

to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her

in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her

father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no

dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart

rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I

know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my
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boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and

carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder

man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address

myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in

our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto

folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding

public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto

slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her

to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that

thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my

permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit,

Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing,

she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy

singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.'

(226).Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and

kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I

like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she

expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he

question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his

lodging and entreated her kindly..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired

to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king,

that.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying

the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this

my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder

youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not

desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why,

then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for

him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her,

'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his

unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and

reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows.

Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of

the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the

suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and

going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to

me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with

one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after

which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out

concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall

know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and

drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the

boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from

death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? r.

Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Love's

slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..Then she turned and saw

within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none

might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that

which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her,

saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and

ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou
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sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and

sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I

come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule

them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)]

for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'."Leave the mention of him. Who is at

the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he

who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].When she had

made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute

and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ?

? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.Cook, The Lackpenny

and the, i. 9..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the

night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain

do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and

prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn

said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill,

whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander

of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four

hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the

least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Woman

(The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL

ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..All this while,

Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when

troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish

for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the

bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his

sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of

that torment, he recovered from his malady..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm

and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and

he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been

stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And

she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the

[thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole;

whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show

forth her innocence before witnesses..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a

willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa.

Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt

me and thee that spread.
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