
Love Is Proud

LOVE IS PROUD
? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said,

"God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So

Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth!

Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king,"

answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment

for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of

affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king.

"O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy

cheer..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.At this the accursed Iblis was

moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight,

entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first

and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness

were..When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to

my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her

lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful

sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee

bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and

going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon

tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but

have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and

despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..When the evening evened, the king

withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the

wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.When the morning

morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that

yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and

the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make

thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the

serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there

hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may

discover to thee the affair.".25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank

and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king

this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his

sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand,

and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this

place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.At eventide the king sat [in his privy

sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So

he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.When the evening

evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said,

"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..They tell that El

Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after

nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and

on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye

transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am

the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in

their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Then they accosted the owner of the ass and

chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore

that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems,

whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this

love-is-proud.pdf

Page 1/10



Love Is Proud

and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of

change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its

folk.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her

keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away,

leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore

he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court,

went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then

said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant,"

answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of

thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be

content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses

(257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her

father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of

Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case

extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house

many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and

indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest.

Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was

only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into

the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he

carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to

learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy

presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me;

and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my

purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from

my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I

never to any divulged, nor deny.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof

of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a

merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared

on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was

near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook

met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the

old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.The Seventh

Day..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they

were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king,

concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have

passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things

abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of

their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and

obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of

delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.?Story of King

Bihkerd..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the

glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O

king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a

messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this

haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of

the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and

assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he

advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Think not that I forget our trothplight

love-is-proud.pdf

Page 2/10



Love Is Proud

after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Meanwhile, news was

brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the

prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the

prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the

Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return."

Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin

called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed.

This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a

dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed

his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into

another calamity..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ? ? ? ?

Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.God keep

the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.When the appointed day arrived, the

chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to

him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went

round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from

concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he

said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.? ? ? ? ?

They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..Then he sent for the

old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the

denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at

him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not

speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man

(and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou

enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made

him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by

presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees

and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me

and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I

had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I

had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may

avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was

stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant,"

asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the

youth..When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..She comes in a robe the colour of

ultramarine, iii. 190..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose

marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him

the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and

professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which

befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and

kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered

the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his

contrivance." (121).Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is

impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for

good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot

avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let

him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the

booty]..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their

sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an

accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest
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the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the

city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his

back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to

the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his

head, took him up and set him on his back..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop

[and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a

Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had

sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a

great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to

look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman

followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's

space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I

have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware

lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised

God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O

king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with

thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he

and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and

he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or

simple.'.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and

emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but

she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the

salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my

wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage.

So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's

sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving

off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his

head..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less

complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta

(1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta

(1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents

for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in

containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two

hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him

and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant]

thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive,

purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and

cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till

it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.157. Mesrour

and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.The Third Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the

Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..? ? ? ? ? Nay,

though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.Then he bade take her away; so she was

carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls,

great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When

she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she

improvised and recited the following verses:.Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.When

the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with

one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and

hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head;

whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these
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men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as

aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that

which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that

which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ?

His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare.."Forget him," quoth

my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was

invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which

he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had

wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and

drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen

of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for

certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out

and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy

cheer..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he

answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast

brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,]

till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put

off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they

should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and

dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take,

drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground

and laughing..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he

abode his day long..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who

tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink

and all in vain for succour I implore..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off

that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand

from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and

his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all

sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set

out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego

him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's

slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's

sight,.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took

off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh.

Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.'

'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the

mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the

king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a

mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El

Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to

gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that

they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing

their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade

the eunuch bring him news of them..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet

perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords,

and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night

Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch

said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that

she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew

that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth
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the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of

deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she

hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I

knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break

of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her,

and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her

in with him..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ? ? ?

And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that

day, iii. 47..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.114. The Angel of Death and

the Rich King cccclxii.An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..On the morrow,

he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth

the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with

the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So

she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to

the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to

thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not

hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the

druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and

knocked at the door..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of

his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply,

'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi

will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel

from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed,

there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question,

thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and

will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I

am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,'

do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the

Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..So they ate and

Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like

unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the

other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all

whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be

disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I

cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of

him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es

Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh

had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye

thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall

fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.'

Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that

wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his

household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome

(127) in his palace and buried him therein..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be

brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots

be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget

that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a

means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the

folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the

denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers.
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He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and

made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore

[degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got

possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his

counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..So they dragged him away,

what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the

Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off

his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in

fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I

will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I

will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him

into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother

xxxii.47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a

sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him

upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance

upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose

and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite

hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves

who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was

and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my

despair;.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she

was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not

her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she

might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road,

[I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah

Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to

spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..Then he girt

his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine

errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the

saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he

addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past,

when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering

their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon

the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the

young merchant..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought,

humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a

place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of

the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those

who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a

pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may

advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the

Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted

her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems,

and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the

thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,'

answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.'

And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men

and our Lord Jesus.".? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..When

the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the

promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said,
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"This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him

the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that

day..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute

and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to

her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he

seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of

the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that

these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring

him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter

than clear cold water and more sweet..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.When the evening evened, the king sat in his

privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.When Er Reshid heard this, he

waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself,

he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the

door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!"

Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the

Barber's First Brother ci.? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be.
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