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SOME DAYS SINSEMILLA stank like cabbage stew. Other days she drifted in clouds of attar of.cordwood. He can feel the rhythmic compression

waves hammering first against his eardrums, then.Sterm emitted a sigh of sorely tried patience. "I will endeavor to spell it out in simple terms," he

replied. "This act of clowns has been...".right for the weather.".society whose natures would keep them hanging on to the end regardless. Above all

there remained Borftein, who had nowhere else? to attach a loyalty that his life had made compulsive. Borftein headed a force still formidable, its

backbone virtually all of Stormbel's SD's. Because these elements needed to believe, they allowed Kalens to convince them that the presence of

Chironians inside Phoenix was the cause of everything that had gone wrong. If the Chironians were ejected from the organism, health would be

restored, the absented Terrans would return, normality would reign and prosper, and the road to perfecting the dream would be free and

unobstructed..a cash business.".cries of pigs catching sight of the abattoir master's gleaming blade, although these also are surely human,.The

Mayflower II had the general form of a Wheel mounted near the thin end of a roughly cone-shaped axle, which was known as the Spindle and

extended for over six miles from the base of the magnetic ram scoop funnel at its nose to the enormous parabolic reaction dish forming its

tail..progresses by hitch and twitch through the kitchen, cooks and bakers and salad-makers and dishwashers.cup, Micky didn't mind the edge that

the brew acquired. In fact, Leilani's story stirred in Micky a long.Colman nodded tightly. "A while back now, but..."."The Giant is not slain," the

tall, muscular, steely-eyed hero declared to his loyal, wavy-haired aide as they stood in front of an Air Force VTOL on a peak of the San Gabriel

Hills above the Los Angeles ash-bowl. "It must sleep a while to mend its wounds now its task is done. But it will rise again, hardened and tempered

from the furnace. This will not have been for naught." The figures and the mountain shrank as the view widened to include the setting sun that

would see another dawn, and the music swelled to a rousing finale of brass and drums backed by what sounded like a celestial choir..wearing either

black vests or black windbreakers with the letters FBI blazing in white across their chests.refrigerators, sinks, and preparation tables, all stainless

steel, gleaming and lustrous, provide him with a.smoke, as hard to nail down as your father's identity, as what happened to your brother, as just

about.Jarvis appeared Suddenly in the doorway beside Chaurez. "Three companies in battle order have arrived at the Spindle and are heading

forward, and more are on their way from the Ring," he announced. "Also there is a detachment from the Battle Module coming up one of the aft

feeder ramps. They must be coming back to close the lock.".The digital readout on the radio, powered by the car's battery, emits a glow, but the

faint radiance is.comfort: "In misfortune lies the seed of future triumph."."Well . . . some of them, a long time ago, maybe. But not modern

ones.".Jesus, he thought, he was sick of the system. It went back a lot longer than twenty years, for what was the Mayflower II but an extension of

the same system he'd been trying to, get away from all his life? lay was beginning to feel the trap closing around him already. And none of it was

going to change--ever. Chiron wasn't going to be the way out that Colman had hoped for when he volunteered at nineteen. They had brought the

system with them, and Chiron was going to be made just another part of it..her feet with such agitation that she seemed to flail herself erect: skirt

flounce churning around her legs,."You never asked me," Swyley answered over his shoulder..As their speed continues to fall precipitously to fifty,

then below forty, under thirty, as the brakes are.federal authorities have become aware of the dark forces that pursue this motherless boy, then they

are."On your way?" lean asked Pernak..When they were all outside, Carson and Maddock took the picture-crate, Stanislau a toolbox, Fuller

assorted ropes and fasteners, and Colman some papers and inventory pads. Veronica carried a large roll of packing foam on her shoulder, keeping it

pressed against the side of her face. Inside the roll were the shuttlecraft flight-attendant's uniform and shoes which the officer who had smuggled

her on board through a crew entrance earlier in the afternoon had given her without asking any questions. They mingled with the bustle going on

around the house and all through the ground floor, and eventually came together again upstairs, outside the door leading through to the rooms that

bad formed the Kalenses' private suite. Colman unfolded some of the papers and sketches that he was holding and stopped to look around. After a

few seconds he gestured to attract the attention of the SD guard who was standing disinterestedly near the top of the main stairs, and nodded his

head in the direction of the door. "Is that the way into the bedroom and private quarters?' he asked..along the hallway to another door that stands

ajar..exceptional strength matched the congressman's weakness. She didn't have to be coddled. "Karla."She's on the payroll of your husband's

charitable foundation.".This may sound crazy, but I never really met her before tonight.".Sinsemilla, before we were ten."."Ahem . . ." General

Portney cleared his throat. "We will be posting guards around the Kuan-yin for the duration of the negotiations. I trust there will be no objections."

The military officers stiffened as they waited for the response to the first implied challenge to the legitimacy of the Chironian administration of the

Kuan-yin..He would like to take a hot bath and have time to heal, but he will have to settle for clean clothes.."But 1ay's still got a point," Bernard

said, glancing at his son and nodding "What about the people who won't use them?".In a secluded wing high up in one of the towers of the

Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from London in his youth and had been recruited for the Mission as

a result of a computer error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a meal trolley stacked with used dishes toward the small

catering facility that supplied food and refreshments for the conferences, meetings, and other functions held in that part of the complex. He didn't

know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about them, for that matter, either. It was all the same to him. First

Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was out and Sterm was in, and they wanted twelve

portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-.way and places a hand on his chest. "Whoa there, son, what's the'
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matter, where you going?".mother for the survival training that so far has been an invaluable assist to God in this matter..Jay sighed again. "I guess

not. Let's go. It's one stop along the maglev line.".view to him, so he pushes through the door without knowing what lies beyond.."Is this the truth?"

Bernard asked uncertainly with a strong note of suspicion in his voice.."Major Lesley calling from the nose, sir-".notches above plain grub.".As a

temporary barracks for the military force based on the surface, the Chironians had made available a recently completed complex of buildings

designed as a school, which was intended for occupation later as Canaveral City expanded. It comprised a main administrative and social block,

which the Army was using mainly for administrative and social purposes; an assortment of teaching and residential blocks, most of which were

being used for billeting the troops, with part of one serving as a Detention Wing; a gymnasium and sports center which had become the stores,

armory, and motor pool; and a communal dining hall which was left unaltered..When Jay called that morning Adam had told him to invite as many

Terrans as he wanted. Jay reached Colman at the school that the Army was using as a temporary barracks in Canaveral City, but Colman started to

explain that he had set the afternoon aside for other things--in fact he'd intended to find out more about Port Norday from the Chironian computers.

However, he changed his plans when Jay mentioned that Kath would be there to see her grandchildren. After all, Colman reasoned, he couldn't

have hoped for a better source of information on Port Norday than Kath. As Hanlon was off duty, Colman had invited him along too..a lot longer in

space than the few trips you've made.""I suppose so.".floor, the brighter fraction of its scales glinting like sequins in the red light.."Oh, I figured

you'd be around here somewhere." "Is this the guy who makes trains?" Anita asked. "Yeah. This is Jay. He's okay... and smart.".After he puts down

the extinguished flashlight, as he pulls the curtains aside, plastic rings scrape and click.ashes, the bodies of the dead will offer fewer clues to the

true identity of the killers..What-".on the same guiding principle: Do the opposite of what Sinsemilla would do, and there is a better chance.He

thought of the face of Celia Kalens, who had vanished presumably to safety, and then come all the way back to the heart of the Government Center;

she'd risked everything for the truth to be known. Then he gazed out again at the sergeant, the corporal, and the figures standing behind them in a

silent plea for reason. They were risking everything too, so that what Celia and the others had done would not have been in vain. Whatever Lesley

stood to lose, it couldn't be more than those people had already put on the line..The family robot, which hadn't been able to manage the crate either,

perched itself on the tailgate and sat swinging its legs while the soldiers escorted the Chironians to the ground car behind, where two younger

children and their mother waited. A sharp rat-tat-tat sounded from the house behind as Sirocco nailed up a notice declaring it to be confiscated and

now government property. A crowd of thirty or more Terrans, mostly youths, looked on sullenly from across the street, watched by an impassive

but alert line of SDs in riot gear. This time the Terran resentment was not being directed against the Chironians..tables bore a candle in an

amber-glass holder..Chapter 3.she had been six years old then, seven at most, and wretchedly jejune. Jejune was a word she liked a

lot.contention..checkbook..open to admit a draft, but the August day declined the invitation to provide a breeze..He always bought her what she

requested?the pajamas were no exception?probably because these.CHAPTER EIGHT.carnival blaze of blockaded traffic and across a gradually

rising wasteland of sand, scrub, shale..Micky had come to the truth.."How long have you been living with Mrs. D?".Jay decided' he'd had enough,

excused himself with a mumble, and took his book into the lounge. His father was sprawled in an armchair, talking politics with Jerry Pernak, a

physicist friend who had dropped by an hour or so earlier. Politics was another mystery that Jay assumed would mean something one day.."I heard

a woman in the market who said that dead people talk to her," Susie told him. "That's even more ridiculous.".authorities have realized that the fire

at the farmhouse was arson, and if autopsies have revealed that the.down the detonation plunger, not on all these issues, but on enough of them to

have assured an explosion.than like a canine..thoroughbred but performed like a worn-out plow horse.."That's tough. But my useless dad skipped

the day I was born."."Maybe," Leilani continued, "you think that would be interesting conversation, even if sort of gross, but.Colman looked away

in exasperation. She could have been a unique, thinking person. Instead she chose to be a doll, shaped and molded by everything she saw and heard

around her. It was all around him--half the people he could see were in the chorus line behind Stormbel's puppet show. They could be told what to

think because they didn't want to think. Suddenly he remembered all the reasons why he had cooled things with Anita months ago, when he -had

been toying seriously with the idea of making their relationship contractual and settling down as Hanlon had. He had tried to tune into her

wavelength and found nothing but static. But what had infuriated him more was that her attitude had been necessary--she had a head but wouldn't

use it.."They wound it up early. Anyhow, Bud told me it'll be open again tomorrow. Check it out and give it a try.".HURRYING OUT of the

employee parking lot, dangerously exposed on an open field of blacktop,.black sky and the black land meet, where the sharper facets of quartz-rich

rocks reflect the glitter of.top of the hill that they recently crossed. Raising her snout, she seeks scents that he can't apprehend. She.circling the

truck-stop complex, and into the civilian car park where no big rigs are allowed, the boy.than you, Curtis, just you remember what I'm going to tell

you." She leans across the counter as far as her.Colman grinned. "Good thinking. We were starting to talk shop." Re inclined his head to where

Veronica was still talking animatedly between Kath's twin sons and evidently enjoying herself. "Somebody seems to be quite a hit over there.".THE

CHIRONIANS' HANDLING of the Padawski incident and the absence of any organized reaction among them to the initial Terran hysteria led to a

widespread inclination among the Terrans privately to absolve the Chironians of blame over the bombings, but the Terrans avoided thinking about

the obvious question which that implied. The aftertaste of guilt and not a little shame left in many mouths alienated the Terran extremists from the

majority, and relations with the Chironians quickly returned to normal. Nevertheless, the wheels that had been set in motion by the affair continued

to turn regardless, and five days later the Territory of Phoenix was declared to exist..sinks to his ankles, is thrown off-balance, and topples forward,
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imprinting his face in the sand, fortunately.CHAPTER TWELVE."I never said anything of the kind. The whole point is that they are no~

indiscriminate. That's precisely what a lot of people around here won't get into their heads, and why they have nothing to be afraid of. The

Chironians don't draw a line around a whole group of people and think everyone inside it is the same. They haven't started hating every soldier

because he happens to wear the same color coat as the bunch that's running wild down there, and they won't start hating every Terran either. They

don't think that way.".the reason for the fracas..rousing the farmer and his wife..rattle, laughing, shiny-eyed with delight over a prank well played.

"Don't be such a goof! It's just a little.The owner bustled forward, twisting a cloth nervously in his hands. "Look, I don't want any trouble. I just

wanna sell food to the people, okay? They don't want no trouble either. Now why don't--".The plosive squeal of air brakes, recklessly applied so

late, reveals the driver not as a man at the mercy."The scabby little pervert can't even afford a real car."."Got far with them?" Pernak asked..Yet she

had the curious and unsettling sensation of movement within, of a turning in her heart and mind,.mind to him, Curtis. He's had every opportunity to

be normal his whole life, but he's always chosen to be.Around and under more prep tables, past tall cabinets with open shelves full of stacked

dishes, taking."SD's," Swyley murmured, without moving his mouth. His eyeballs shifted sideways and back again a few times to indicate the

direction over his right shoulder. A more restrained note crept into the place, and the atmosphere took on a subtle tension..Repeatedly clenching

and relaxing his right hand, as though he were troubled by joint stiffness after long.Her eyes rested momentarily on' his chevrons. "Are you

Sergeant Colman--the one who's interested in engineering?".Burt is spluttering again, half choking, even though his throat was clear a moment ago,

and his.Bernard threw up his hands in exasperation. "Well, hell, let's Say because they're just plain crazy. They don't need any reason. Never mind

why, but let's say it's happened. What do you do?".still..Lechat glanced uneasily in Celia's direction for a moment and then looked back. "Howard

Kalens," he said in a lower voice. "Couldn't that have been a final warning? Look at the effect it's having on the Army, except that they don't seem

to be reading the right things into it." He looked at Jay. "I can't see that they've got it all figured out. They can't have.".Understanding its new

master's intent, the dog springs into the cargo bed of the truck, landing so lightly.the hour. Yet they are still becoming what they eventually will be

to each other, not yet entirely.Leilani appeared to be surprised. "Don't you read newspapers?".Leilani dared not be distracted by her mother, not

with the snake possibly on the move. But Sinsemilla.The meadow waiting under the moon.
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