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So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not
over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the
vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause
them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment,
after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not
over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without
symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to
bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast
them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now
those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik
Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High
for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees;
and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and
seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they
had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only
from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I
shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help
of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and
what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.16. The Fox and the Crow cl.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest
of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his
army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following
verses:.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was
eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the
viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him
into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed
trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could
not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her
time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they
were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber,
and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and
fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and
increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her
slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif
made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which
befell. (160).The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day
forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all
spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head
rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon
widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ?
Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little
brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the
coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are
not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to
them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and
he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy
daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".The eunuch thanked him and blessed
him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him, 'This is
where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the youth in
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every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where the
young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he abode
perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he passed
through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at him and
passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the like [of
the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness! How
shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.When it was the sixth day, the
viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them
went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous
for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life
and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he
said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine
affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.119. The Shipwrecked Woman
and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..So Es
Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of
cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then
Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her,
'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and
obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.Quintessence of Things,
The King who knew the, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the
Porter dxxxvi.I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting
posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it
and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him
and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up,
whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him
and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..Presently, the vizier entered and the king
signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him,
"How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?"
asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the
vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What
then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily,
it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".As for Er Reshid, he
shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not
endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and
modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth
the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out
from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear
lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's
house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my
life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it
was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up
again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled
out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out
his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen?
First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided
me not and endeavour was useless.'.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of
understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier
plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted
of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to
her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This
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is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself
by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And
nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as
thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and
contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the
heart doth not grieve.'.So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and
yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee;
wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her,
'[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and
bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide
two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? By
Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..? ?
? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by
Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom
the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of
his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king
summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the
time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad
news of this..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and
carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my
lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from
him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou
purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her
presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..SHEHRZAD AND
SHEHRIYAR..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father
brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of
herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of
the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him
confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him
concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her.
So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to
whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii.
87..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look
that caused thee languishment?.The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest
bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off
him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought
him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ?
? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..Then she turned to her father
and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he
heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and
make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is
occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is
with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with
him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth
Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined
themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Women's Craft, ii. 287..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh
ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving
them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried
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him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very]
son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed
him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king
in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..The old man took the casting-bottle
from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other
that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he
had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk
and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it,
whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.The Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy
preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and
allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of
Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he
was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of
his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have
arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy
wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged
war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and
seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine
enemy.'.?Story of Prince Bihzad..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I
deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we
have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he
avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then
quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he
said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then
said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not
escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that
which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen
Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time
for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh,
flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was
Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord
saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the
palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun
buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with
the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him
and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger
upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..The Twelfth
Night of the Month..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and
thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth
Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she
answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would
have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished
from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath
smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou
wouldst excuse me still..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? a.
The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the
house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my
heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how
it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O
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my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..Speedy Relief of God, Of
the, i. 174..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from
thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but
the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and
he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth
wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the
woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".All this, O my brother,'
continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my
brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune
fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I
made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them
alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which
should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet.
Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the
lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..When the king heard this, he
could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth
he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So
they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou
mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the
roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed
with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..There was once, of old time,
in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When
the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman
went in quest of fire..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty
males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk
and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped
silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were
present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with
them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married
Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made
the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..Awaken,
O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The
raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key,
opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food
was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was
ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a
favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell
after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves
naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.When the
king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said
against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ?
? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word
thereunto ye replied,.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..? ? ? ?
? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king
heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife,
and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about
him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard
over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to
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the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for
that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited
him with his family..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the
West, might avail..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to
the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which
they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had
died..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He
opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This
fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang
up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my
dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have
been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of
his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast
about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife,
'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my
brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the
governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt
help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in
the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts
With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A
burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes
of union with thee and near fruition led..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of
the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin.
Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he
sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence,
gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised
God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame
him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he
had believed..Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her
dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the
Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the
Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,
'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard
from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,
such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the
Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in
my fear.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi
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