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THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..Galen heard that which he avouched
of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians
and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the
door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the
weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would
answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion
nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was
broken), and related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor
requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6)
and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears
flowed and he repeated the following verses:."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to
her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the
Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited
the following verses:.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide
came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin
Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and
caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the
Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to
Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and
they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely
first and sole..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had
done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who
turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people
and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted
from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy
father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the
Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four
thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my
commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a
wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou
of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,
though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.? ? ? ? ?
The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to
leave, ii. 85..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from
between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the
Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the
Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of
Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..As for the Khalif, he swooned away
for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I
played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could
never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in
my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But
now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this
cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of
his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of
smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was
wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried
her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's
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palace..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.When Tuhfeh
beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return
to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden
and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels.
Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the
door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of
pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner
colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the
earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell
me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they
told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he
should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And
Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in
assurance of relief.'.Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him,
and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the
kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself,
after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and
those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and
bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves
before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the
kings.'.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee
fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so
haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in
the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she,
"Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden
[the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said,
"This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O
Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33)
Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.? ? ?
? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth
bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they
came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go
away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him
with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell
him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred
dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a
deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden
treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt
repent.'.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When
Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his
brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by
him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he
bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.'
Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have
severed his windpipe..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to
me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them;
so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for
me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to
her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she
refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
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commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most
featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my
case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the
ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then
she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas
might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold
and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other
instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and
tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The
Eldest Lady's Story xvii.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..When she
had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume
the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili
(191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When
they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's
apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with
necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and
the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted
flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their
eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls
came to meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I
ween..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give
him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast
forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee
joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away
from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a
garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she
made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw
the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to
companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him
aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the
damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to
give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him
and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells
aright. (39).61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters,
the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the
boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk
suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought
God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her
younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and
offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do
thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our
night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be
requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or
attain to thy desire.'.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such
wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the
lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man,
seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew
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upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By
Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting,
as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and
affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her
with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before
him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein
and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain
and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier
heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him
who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what
prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man,
(117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer
ben el Hadi dclvii.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and
despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he
had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the
son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with
me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the
eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As
thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.When the Khalif heard
these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to
their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was
Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions
of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn
said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly
than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless].."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his
[every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I
weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and
affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter
cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore
concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this
wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is
all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Lewdness, The Pious
Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.Khelbes and his
Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.When it
was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.Then the two
kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to
them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward
Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and
women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.The
zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his
slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and
chanted the following verses:.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over
going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The
other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said,
'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to
life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one
another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier,
"is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".So she donned a devotee's habit and
betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a
stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house
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and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an
occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion
and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest
thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to
prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her
absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him
of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.Fair patience
use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that
is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I
go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she
said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee
fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said,
"O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then
she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High
for that which she had done..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his
presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him
raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him
with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El
Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his
speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming
of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the
prince's servant..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her
hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had
taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the
light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the
jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..Barmecides, Haroun er
Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising
to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and
mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh,
'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the
excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the
dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the
ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat
beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..O friends, the tears
flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.On the morrow they (199) returned to their
place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade
them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling
[for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he
proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had
befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the
Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey
me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to
travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..21. Omar ben
Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste
And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.Fair patience practise, for thereon
still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do
complain..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my
youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any
other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his
wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but
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rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score
bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks,
so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.And
when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.7. Ali ben Bekkar and
Shemsennehar clxix.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? All
for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh
dcccclxxxix-Mi.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and
went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man,
she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after
which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was
ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to
him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it
morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither,
purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew
his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for
the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.The Khalif laughed at his speech and
said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my
lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the
other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and
with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good
cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon
whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no
avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of
my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee
off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any,
except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should
recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.? ? ? ? ? Though
little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my
son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.'
But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred
thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his
charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her
to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his
spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..When the evening
evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.110. King Shah Bekhi
and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should
fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in
goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the
candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and
said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent
me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was
never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith,
'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and
obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves
humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who
guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful,
God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.So saying, he fell
upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk
heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the
Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in
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upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This
is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant
answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss
of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to
wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one
who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under
her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to
pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Then he went on and presently there met him a third
woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four
danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and
hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power
to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her
cunning contrivance for herself.".? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching
thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.? ? ? ? ? p. The
Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..Then
came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us
before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him;
whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees
laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz
and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the
brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it."
Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track
of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of
him.".? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.There was once in
the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by
name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86)
and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of
stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that
he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence
and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and
bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do
theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'
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