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When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are
weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these
five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present;
wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy
commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated
themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other]
instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..Whenas
the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.When the king heard this
from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Then they went on a little, and thieves met
them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the
woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion
on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness
shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience,
for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to
his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and
entered the village..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon
him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she
asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and
knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the
two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he
saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot
buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other
answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and
the Ogress v.? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.One day,
there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and
questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one
of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city
he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this
damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto
save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.As for
the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the
door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come
to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts,
I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose
and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his
saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous
grace, with coyness beautified;.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a
strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and
there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but
"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,
even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of
them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I
should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few
days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now
I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my
desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and
boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I
took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid
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the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii.
193..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king
who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his
guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the
latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I
will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food
before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew
that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the
vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".To return to El Abbas, when he
alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green
damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in
the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he
stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered,
"Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce
the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an
hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in
El Abbas his possession..Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at
the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this.
Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to
further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who
took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go
in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and
walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as
thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other.
Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour
me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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