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At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the
mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air;
then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and
excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and
gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered
and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit
down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took
him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou
smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when
thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.Vizier,
The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves
green, ii. 242..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ?
So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? Though
Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that
severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily
women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered
Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead,
but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who
is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and
she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was
awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif
laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".There was once a man of
Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the
care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well.
Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and
questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked
upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he
besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he
importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case
was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that
which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she
forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and
when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with
ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but
have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me
and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the
cheeks of the fair..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my
lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and
demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and
the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw
himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of
essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water
upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord,"
answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness
overcame me.".So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.'
Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so
much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said
I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they
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gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife
between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by
Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come
back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added
Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the
mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So
he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom,
and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a
basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion,
whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ?
? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed
to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal
counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him
his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.'
Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this
matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the
king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of
honour of ultramarine..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented
himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the
vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere
eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love,
And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to
travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen
me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave
Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O
Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again
to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the
Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I
dared not gainsay his commandment.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? Fast
flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..Then he carried him to his house and
stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and
clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up
with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with
her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the
chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the
king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like]
affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out
to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all
moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? q.
Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a
merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making
fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that
the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was
Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein
and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high
and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in
two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of
them]..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his
treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the
history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests,
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who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade
them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..It chanced one day that one of
the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city,
disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.'
And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We
met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent
him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that
had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,'
answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for
his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the
land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say
thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made
her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted
with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she
purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for
indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be
thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was
moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it
and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!'
'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an
end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is
mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and
cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the
exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he
became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment
me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if
thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this
matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth
and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said,
'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and
there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels
swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..One day the
Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted
him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke
him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the
readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love
for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the
young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant,
erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to
Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif
said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no
tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted
him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..102. The Apples of Paradise
ccccxii.Clemency, Of, i. 120..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well
done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was
surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she
was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.The company marvelled at this story and at the doings
of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than
this; and it was on this wise..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the
book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the
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fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were
responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and
the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not,
however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of
my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition,
which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain
Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation
and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup,
saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels,
worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and
she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.When
his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew
her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the
Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered
at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we
are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and
delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years
agone..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments.
[So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the
singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed,
'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein
aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his
head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls
singing..Conclusion..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect
of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed
along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out
upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these
saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole."
"Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the
traveller said, "Take it.".Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called
for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of
divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of
those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood
compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that
thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot
brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister,
by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee
a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier
dcxcvii."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he
who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? e.
The Story of the Portress xviii.When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to
the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou
beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the
headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the
youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there
may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the
young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I
fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked
Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not
forget me e'er..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren,
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with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in
his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all
kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses
and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the
entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he
might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i.
53..? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..The company marvelled at the generosity of this
man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch
that.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe
and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is
squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say,
"Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return
him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried
before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he
himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath
passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So
he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other
is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the
people praise me.' (243).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT
AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he
bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the
Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for
yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each
four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of
the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the
Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou
contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and
parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of
ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".When came the time [of the
accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should
be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in
the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the
boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the
boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard
the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..When
Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my
brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have
suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that
which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou
hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy
delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and
accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to
Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a
servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these
many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard
these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she
bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason
restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to
them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.There was once in a certain city a
woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her
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and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his
mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband,
"My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my
neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see
my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he
shall say to thee."'.It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends),
sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the
Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned
coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat
down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..Officer's Story, The
Twelfth, ii. 179..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.?STORY OF
THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el
Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her,
"O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that
which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.Solomon, David and, i. 275..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she
became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced
in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed,
she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..20. Haroun er
Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another,
"I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And
the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she
willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to
her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to
her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer
arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I,"
and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I
will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he
brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.? ?
? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be
dried..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..Endowed with
amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls
cccxxxiv.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a
score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the
mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion
and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there
abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the
goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal
palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces,
said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv
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